
 
PEZ Annual General Meeting minutes 
 

Date  27th November 2012 

Time  6:30pm 

Location Urrbrae TAFE Campus 

Attendees Eric Nicholson, Ben de Jonge, Pam Gurner-Hall, Pedro Rowley 

 
Apologies Sophia MacRae, Jeremy Miller, Gillian Hunter & David Corkill, Harry Harrison, 

Dan Cheesman 
 
Chair: Eric Nicholson  Minutes: Eric Nicholson 

No# Discussion Action 
1 The 2011 AGM minutes were accepted.  

2 Eric gave a very brief Chairperson’s report. PEZ has been 
effectively inactive for the past 12 months. The only activity relates 
to the pursuit of an orchard in the Adelaide Park Lands, and this 
activity will be reported more fully under item #4. 

 

3 Ben reported the current bank balance and noted that there have 
not been any changes to the membership or any financial activity 
in the past financial year other than a donation to a film project, 
which should see PEZ receive a DVD for showing at future film 
nights. The film is about educating African communities to become 
more self-sustaining using permaculture principles. 
 
Ben has also recently acquired the necessary tax file form to fill 
out toward finally rectifying the withholding tax issue that has come 
up at previous meetings. This action will save PEZ unnecessary 
small financial losses each year. 

Chairperson to 
complete the form 
started by the 
Treasurer. (This 
action has now been 
completed, with the 
form posted to the 
Australian Taxation 
Office as of the time 
of writing these 
minutes.) 

4 Eric reported on a newly incorporated not-for-profit group of which 
he is a board member and helped to create. This project is a result 
of ongoing talks with potential stakeholders to get an orchard 
established in the Adelaide Park Lands. This new group is 
currently working on a professional business plan and adding 
various experts (e.g. legal, accounting, communications) to its 
board to ensure it presents itself well to other organisations. The 
current stakeholders are Adelaide City Council, Renewal SA and a 
landscaping architecture firm with which it is mainly liaising with 
toward influencing the design of a large orchard and a community 
garden (and perhaps also market garden) in the Park Lands area 
opposite the Bowden Urban Village development. 

 

5 The evening’s host and guest speaker, Pam Gurner-Hall, gave an 
overview of her efforts to date toward making permaculture more 
mainstream. Without going into all the detail of the talk, the main 
point is that discussions with the Urrbrae High school headmaster 
have finally led to a large portion of the southeast corner of the 
campus being set aside for permaculture education purposes. 
 
This exciting outcome means that PEZ, as a not-for-profit group 
dedicated to permaculture education (and already possessing a 
detailed business plan), has a wonderful opportunity to be a part of 
utilising this newly confirmed space on the Urrbrae campus for 
teaching people about permaculture design. 

Pam needs to finalise 
some paperwork, 
including a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding with 
the High school. 
Other details of the 
management/use of 
this space and 
involvement of PEZ 
to be sent through to 
the Chairperson. 

6 The meeting was closed and everyone went on a short walk of the 
dedicated permaculture education space. The space includes a 
house that could be part of a retrofit exercise, as well as a 
research orchard, olive grove and many other assorted fruit trees. 

 

 

 


